INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR
PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT SEA, 1972.
(as amended by Resolutions A464(XII), A626(15), A678(16) and A736(18))
(EXTRACT)

PART A - GENERAL
Rule 1
Application
(a) These Rules shall apply to all vessels upon the high seas and in all waters connected
therewith navigable by seagoing vessels.
(b) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of special rules made by an
appropriate authority for roadsteads, harbours, rivers, lakes or inland waterways connected with
the high seas and navigable by seagoing vessels. Such special rules shall conform as closely as
possible to these Rules.

PART B - STEERING AND SAILING RULES
Section I - Conduct of vessels in any condition of visibility
Rule 5
Look-out
Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight and hearing as well as by all
available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions so as to make a full
appraisal of the situation and of the risk of collision.

Rule 6
Safe speed
Every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take proper and effective
action to avoid collision and be stopped within a distance appropriate to the prevailing
circumstances and conditions.

Rule 8
Action to avoid collision
(a) Any action taken to avoid collision shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, be positive,
made in ample time and with due regard to the observance of good seamanship.
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Rule 9
Narrow channels
(a) A vessel proceeding along the course of a narrow channel or fairway shall keep as near to the
outer limit of the channel or fairway which lies on her starboard side as is safe and practicable.
(b) A vessel of less than 20 metres in length or a sailing vessel shall not impede the passage of a
vessel which can safely navigate only within a narrow channel or fairway.
i. (d) A vessel shall not cross a narrow channel or fairway if such crossing impedes the
passage of a vessel which can safely navigate only within such channel or fairway

Section II - Conduct of vessels in sight of one another
Rule 13
Overtaking
(a) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Rules of Part B, Sections I and II[,] any vessel
overtaking any other shall keep out of the way of the vessel being overtaken.
(c) When a vessel is in any doubt as to whether she is overtaking another, she shall assume that
this is the case and act accordingly.
(d) Any subsequent alteration of the bearing between the two vessels shall not make the
overtaking vessel a crossing vessel within the meaning of these Rules or relieve her of the duty
of keeping clear of the overtaken vessel until she is finally past and clear.

PART C - LIGHTS AND SHAPES
Rule 20
Application
(a) Rules in this Part shall be complied with in all weathers.
(b) The Rules concerning lights shall be complied with from sunset to sunrise and during such
times no other lights shall be exhibited, except such lights as cannot be mistaken for the lights
specified in these Rules or do not impair their visibility or distinctive character, or interfere with
the keeping of a proper look-out.
(c) The lights prescribed by these Rules shall, if carried, also be exhibited from sunrise to sunset
in restricted visibility and may be exhibited in all other circumstances when it is deemed
necessary.
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Rule 23
Power-driven vessels underway
(a) A power-driven vessel underway shall exhibit:
I.
a masthead light forward;
II.
a second masthead light abaft of and higher than the forward one; except that a vessel of
less than 50 metres in length shall not be obliged to exhibit such light but may do so;
III.
sidelights;
IV.
a sternlight.
(c)
i. A power-driven vessel of less than 12 metres in length may in lieu of the lights prescribed
in paragraph (a) of this Rule exhibit an all-round white light and sidelights;
ii. a power-driven vessel of less than 7 metres in length whose maximum speed does not
exceed 7 knots may in lieu of the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule exhibit an
all-round white light and shall, if practicable, also exhibit sidelights;
iii. the masthead light or all-round white light on a power-driven vessel of less than 12
metres in length may be displaced from the fore and aft centreline of the vessel if
centreline fitting is not practicable, provided that the sidelights are combined in one
lantern which shall be carried on the fore and aft centreline of the vessel or located as
nearly as practicable in the same fore and aft line as the masthead light or the all-round
white light.

Rule 25
Sailing vessels underway and vessels under oars
(a) A sailing vessel underway shall exhibit:
i. sidelights;
ii. a sternlight.
(b) In a sailing vessel of less than 20 metres in length the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of
this Rule may be combined in one lantern carried at or near the top of the mast where it can best
be seen.
(c) A sailing vessel underway may, in addition to the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of this
Rule, exhibit at or near the top of the mast, where they can best be seen, two all-round lights in a
vertical line, the upper being red and the lower green, but these lights shall not be exhibited in
conjunction with the combined lantern permitted by paragraph (b) of this Rule.
(d)
i. A sailing vessel of less than 7 metres in length shall, if practicable, exhibit the lights
prescribed in paragraph (a) or (b) of this Rule, but if she does not, she shall have ready at
hand an electric torch or lighted lantern showing a white light which shall be exhibited in
sufficient time to prevent collision.
ii. A vessel under oars may exhibit the lights prescribed in this Rule for sailing vessels, but
if she does not, she shall have ready at hand an electric torch or lighted lantern showing a
white light which shall be exhibited in sufficient time to prevent collision.
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PART D - SOUND AND LIGHT SIGNALS
Rule 34
Manoeuvring and warning signals
(a) When vessels are in sight of one another, a power-driven vessel underway, when
manoeuvring as authorized or required by these Rules, shall indicate that manoeuvre by the
following signals on her whistle:




one short blast to mean "I am altering my course to starboard";
two short blasts to mean "I am altering my course to port";
three short blasts to mean "I am operating astern propulsion".

(c) When in sight of one another in a narrow channel or fairway:
i. a vessel intending to overtake another shall in compliance with Rule 9(e)(i) indicate her
intention by the following signals on her whistle:
 two prolonged blasts followed by one short blast to mean "I intend to overtake you on
your starboard side";
 two prolonged blasts followed by two short blasts to mean "I intend to overtake you on
your port side";
ii. the vessel about to be overtaken when acting in accordance with Rule 9(e)(i) shall
indicate her agreement by the following signal on her whistle:
 one prolonged, one short, one prolonged and one short blast, in that order.
(d) When vessels in sight of one another are approaching each other and from any cause either
vessel fails to understand the intentions or actions of the other, or is in doubt whether sufficient
action is being taken by the other to avoid collision, the vessel in doubt shall immediately
indicate such doubt by giving at least five short and rapid blasts on the whistle. Such signal may
be supplemented by a light signal of at least five short and rapid flashes.
(e) A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a channel or fairway where other vessels may be
obscured by an intervening obstruction shall sound one prolonged blast. Such signal shall be
answered with a prolonged blast by any approaching vessel that may be within hearing around
the bend or behind the intervening obstruction.

Rule 35
Sound signals in restricted visibility
In or near an area of restricted visibility, whether by day or night, the signals prescribed in this
Rule shall be used as follows:
(a) A power-driven vessel making way through the water shall sound at intervals of not more
than 2 minutes one prolonged blast.
(b) A power-driven vessel underway but stopped and making no way through the water shall
sound at intervals of not more than 2 minutes two prolonged blasts in succession with an interval
of about 2 seconds between them.
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